
 

 

Literacy for Sixth Graders is a class 

that provides research-based literacy 

instruction to support sixth graders’ 

transition from elementary to middle 

school.  In elementary school, stu-

dents “learned to read.”  In middle 

school and high school, students are 

increasingly required to “read to 

learn,” i.e., glean new information 

directly from their reading. Literacy 

for Sixth Graders will help students do 

just that—derive new learning from 

their reading.  They will also gain skill 

in writing about what they read and in 

developing their vocabulary. 

Picture books, short stories, and 

poetry will form the cornerstones of 

instruction.  These short works can be 

experienced in a single session and 

allow readers to discuss a complete 

work of literature in a short time.  

Also, picture books come in a wide 

variety of genres, formats, and con-

tent area topics and contain complex, 

quality writing that supports sophisti-

cated thinking and discussions.  

Students will practice what they learn 

in these lessons through independent 

reading (IR) texts in a workshop    

environment where they will have a 

wide range of choice in the nonfiction 

and literary works they read and how 

they prioritize their work each day.   

Later in the year, students may even 

be able to form reading groups around 

books they are commonly interested in 

and conduct self-guided, peer-led 

book talks. 

Some Things We Know 

• Middle school readers are 

complex. 

• Middle school readers have 

interests and preferences. 

• Middle school students 

want time to read. 

• Middle school reading 

necessitates differentiated 

instruction based on the 

developmental needs of 

individual students. 

• Instruction must be aligned 

to readers. 

• All students need access to 

varied reading materials. 

How Is Literacy for Sixth Graders Different From Language Arts Class? 

What Is “Literacy for Sixth Graders?”  

Students need time to read, 

choice in their reading materials, 

and expert guidance to grow. 

guidance.  Much of that instruction 

will be individualized. This can be 

done because we begin by estab-

lishing a community of readers with 

clear reading routines. Thus,   

following whole-class lessons and 

while some students are quietly  

engaged reading “just right” IR 

Literacy for Sixth Graders will 

work in tandem with the traditional 

Tenafly Middle School (TMS) language 

arts class to provide students with 

additional direct instruction in 

reading strategies and the time to 

practice these things in class while 

the teacher is there to offer expert 

books (i.e., books that are neither 

too hard nor too easy for them), 

others will receive individual or 

small-group instruction as     

teachers systematically rotate 

through the entire class.  This will 

ensure that teachers meet with all 

students regularly and frequently. 
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Literacy “Skills” Class  

• Students in Literacy Skills 

still meet every day of 

the week but for half-

period classes.   

• Class sizes are smaller so 

that students receive 

more one-on-one atten-

tion, guidance, and in-

struction.  

• Curriculum still covers 

the same material as a 

full-period Literacy class 

• Students are still ex-

pected to read every 

night and take owner-

ship of their learning 

process.  



Science series by Joy Hakim.  To learn 

more about time zones, weather, and 

economics in their social studies 

classes and enhance their under-

standing of the language arts Holo-

caust unit, they will explore relevant 

literary texts on such social issues.   

Students will also learn high         

frequency academic words that 

often occur in academic texts—like 

“analyze” and “interpret.” And, since 

90% of multisyllabic English words 

are Latin-based and most of the  

remaining 10% come from Greek, we 

will study word roots too. Such     

vocabulary work can significantly 

boost a student's overall reading 

comprehension and increase their self

-confidence as well. 

Because middle school and high 

school require that students become 

increasingly proficient in reading 

informational texts, this curriculum 

incorporates instruction and practice 

in reading for science, social studies, 

and language arts.  The course will 

provide direct guidance for reading 

assignments in other content-area 

subjects as well provide supplemental 

reading for different units and topics 

covered in their other content-area 

classes.   

For example, to better understand 

their science unit on atoms and   

elements, students will read award-

winning science writing and primary 

source documents from The Story of 

Literacy for Sixth Graders + Content-Area Subjects = Nonfiction Reading 

Reading science history reveals 

that the technology that is so 

important to our world today rests 

on the shoulders of Democritus and 

Lucretius as much as on those of 

Bohr and Einstein! 

Homework & Grading 

The homework is to read every night.  Students will select their own 

books, log their reading, and demonstrate knowledge of their books.  

At  various times they will be asked to respond to literature in 

writing and conduct research on topics of interest to them.  They will 

engage in self-assessment and have one-on-one conferences with 

teachers. 

Literacy for Sixth Graders is a pass/fail course.  This offers      

students a stress-free opportunity to grow as readers and become 

self-motivated learners who set goals and priorities for them-

selves. However, teachers will still provide rigorous instruction, 

carefully examine student work, assess student progress, and offer 

timely, constructive, and actionable feedback to students.   
 

Parent-Teacher Communication 

As Henry Ford once said, “Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is 

success.”   Feel free to contact me throughout the year as we work together to ensure success for your child at 

lkinoian@tenafly.k12.nj.us and see my web page at on the TMS website at http://www.tenaflyschools.org 

More Things We Know: 

• There must be student 

ownership in the process. 

• Independent reading needs 

to be in the forefront of 

instruction. 

• Teacher modeling of fluency 

(reading aloud) plays a large 

role in the reading 

workshop. 

• It is important that students 

develop oral fluency. 

• Reading must be linked to 

writing. 

• Instruction should include 

word analysis skills. 

What is the Workload Like?  

Sample Day-to-Day Schedule 

Mon. IRB Day 

Tues. Short story mini-

lesson and discussion 

Wed. Read-aloud from class 

novel  

Thurs. IRB Day and/or Mini-

Lesson 

Fri. Membean 


